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at his State diplomacy, and he won the day, receiving as his reward the most lucrative posts and the highest honours of the Church.
Louis XII was married in October to his unwilling bride, and if it be true that the gaieties and festivities which followed were the cause of the King's death, on the first day of the new year 1515, it was a case of poetic justice. She had only agreed to marry " the very old and sickly" prince, on condition that she might be allowed to choose her second husband herself—as she did in the person of the magnificent Duke of Suffolk.
The new King, Fra^ois I, brilliant, ambitious, and warlikel—but who could not hide under a mask of chivalry the most debased moral character—was filled with the wildest ideas of conquest in Italy, that mirage which had such a fatal attraction for French kings. He lost no time in renewing the treaties with Henry VIII and the Venetians, while the young Prince Charles of Austria, who had attained his legal majority, was persuaded by his tutor Guillaume de Croy, Seigneur de Chievres, to make terms with France. Charles agreed to marry Benee of France, and promised not to send help to his grandfather Ferdinand until Navarre was restored to Jean d'Albret. Feeling himself now safe from attack, Fran9ois set forth with a splendid army of 60,000 men across the Col d'Argentiere, thus avoiding the passes guarded by the Swiss. He was full of enthusiasm and eager to win glory on the plains of Italy, where his predecessors had fought with such varied success,
1 Aged twenty-one.13, which bound Henry,                    and tl will lie fur
